Poway Unified School District
September, 2001
Adapted by Cindy Marten from Words Their Way

Phonetic Spelling Inventory Word List — Level 11

This is a short spelling inventory to help you learn about your students’ orthographic knowledge.
The results of the spelling inventories will have implications for reading, writing, vocabulary,
and spelling instruction. Students are not to study these words. The results will be invalid if
students have been formally taught or exposed to these words.

Instructions: Let the students know that you are administering this inventory to learn about how
they spell. Let them know that this is not a test, but that they will be helping you be a better
teacher by doing their best.

Possible script: “I am going to ask you to spell some words. Try to spell them the best you can.
Some of the words will be easy to spell; some will be more difficult. When you do not know

how to spell a word, spell it the best you can.”

Have students check their papers for their names and the date.

SET ONE
1. bed I hopped out of bed this morning. bed
2. ship The ship sailed around the island. ship
3. when When will you come back? when
4. lump He had a lump on his head after he fell. /ump
5. float I can float on the water with my new raft. float
SET TWO
6. train I rode the train to the next town. train
7. place I found a new place to put my books. place
8. drive I learned to drive a car. drive
9. bright The light is very bright. bright
10. shopping Mother went shopping at the grocery store. shopping
SET THREE
11. spoil The food will spoil if it is not kept cool. spoil
12. serving The restaurant is serving dinner tonight. serving
13. chewed The dog chewed up my favorite sweater yesterday. chewed
14. carries She carries apples in her basket. carries
15. marched We marched in the parade. marched
SET FOUR
16. shower The shower in the bathroom was very hot. shower
17. cattle The cowboy rounded up the cattle. cattle
18. favor He did his brother a favor by taking out the trash. favor
19. ripen The fruit will ripen over the next few days. ripen
20. cellar I went down to the cellar for the can of paint. cellar
SET FIVE
21. pleasure It was a pleasure to listen to the choir sing. pleasure
22. fortunate It was fortunate that the driver had snow tires during the snowstorm. fortunate

23. confident
24. civilize

I am confident that we can win the game. confident

They had the idea that they could civilize the forest people. civilize

25. opposition  The coach said the opposition would give us a tough game. opposition
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